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Town of Rowe - Town Information and Meeting Schedules 
 

 
Town Hall     Phone:  413-339-5520 
PO Box 462    Fax Number: 413-339-5316 
321 Zoar Road    Email:  admin@rowe-ma.gov 
Rowe MA 01367    Web Site: www.rowe-ma.gov 
 
Board of Selectmen   339-5520 x10 Emergency  9-1-1 
Administrative Clerk admin@rowe-ma.gov 339-5520 x11 Police Chief policechief@rowe-ma.gov 339-8340 or 339-4340 
Accountant jcashin@frcog.org   339-5520 x12 Fire Chief firechief@rowe-ma.gov    339-4021 or 339-6677 
Assessorsô Clerk collector@rowe-ma.gov 339-5520 x19 Animal Control Officer (Dog Officer) ahsamuelson@gmail.com 
Board of Health boh@rowe-ma.gov   339-5520 x16                    917-209-0524 
Tax Collector collector@rowe-ma.gov  339-5520 x19 Animal Control Officer    413-834-2951 
Town Clerk townclerk@rowe-ma.gov  339-5520 x14 DPW Supt. dpw@rowe-ma.gov     339-5588 
Town Nurse nurse@rowe-ma.gov   339-5520 x20 Building Department www.fccip.org 774-3167 x2 
Treasurer treasurer@rowe-ma.gov   339-5520 x12  (Building, Wiring, Plumbing, Gas) 

 
 
Accountant                        Wednesday  8:00am to 4:00pm                                                                                                                             
Administrative Clerk Mon/Tue/ Wed/Fri  9:00am to Noon and 1:00pm to 5:00pm 
Assessorsô Clerk Mon ïThurs     8:00am to 1:00pm 
Police Chief Wednesday     7:00pm to 9:00pm 
Town Clerk Wednesday     9:00am to 12:00pm 
Tax Collector Mon ïThurs     8:00am to 1:00pm 
Treasurer Wednesday     8:00am to 4:00pm 
Town Nurse Mon/Wed/Fri    9:00am to 5:00pm (home visits by appointment) 
Library 3 Days/Week:    Tues 10am-5pm, Wed 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-5pm 
Transfer Station 3 Days/Week:     Wed 7-10am and 4-7pm, Sat 10am-4pm, Sun 12noon-4pm 

 
 
Board/Commission Frequency   Location 
Board of Selectmen   Wednesdays (3:00pm)    Rowe Town Hall 
Assessors  Monthly (as posted)    Rowe Town Hall 
Board of Health   Twice Monthly (as posted)   Rowe Town Hall 
Cemetery Commission   As needed     Rowe Town Hall 
Conservation Commission   As needed     Rowe Town Hall 
Council on Aging   Monthly - First Thursday (10:00am)  Gracy House 
Finance Committee  As needed     Rowe Town Hall 
Library Trustees   Monthly (as posted)    Rowe Town Library 
Park Commission   Monthly - Thursday (6:30pm)   Rowe Town Hall  
Planning Board   As needed     Rowe Town Hall 
School Committee   Monthly - Third Thursday (5:30 pm)  Rowe Town Hall 
 

 
 
All Board, Committee and Commission meetings are held as posted on the Town Hall Official Bulletin Board per 
MA Open Meeting Law, with the agenda posted at least 48 hours (not including Saturdays, Sundays or legal holidays) 
prior to the time and date of the meeting.  Please check official bulletin board as meeting dates/times may change.  
All meetings are public and citizens are encouraged to attend. ǅ 
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In Fond Remembrance  
 

 

 

Willian W. Brown 

May 31, 1923 ï July 21, 2013 

 

 

  

Phyllis Jean Landry 

December 12, 1947 ï July 20, 2013 

Todd Veber 

May 9, 1961 ï April 26, 2013 

 

 

 

 

Luella Benson                                                  
September 17, 1928 ï April 3, 2013 

Irene Boyd                                                                     
March 15, 1930 ï February 28, 2013 

William Boyd                                                                            
October 24, 1931 ï November 25, 2013 

Henry G. Dandeneau                                         
July 24, 1924 ï March 24, 2013 
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Town of Rowe 
County of Franklin 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
 

(First SettlementðFort Pelham 1744   ï   Originally Known as the Plantation of Myrifield) 
Incorporated February 9, 1785 

 
Population:  393 (2010 U.S. Census) 
Population: 390 (Town census) 
Total Area: 24.07 Square Miles 
Land Area: 23.55 Square Miles 
Public Roads: 36.24 Miles 
Elevation: 1,396 Feet  
Longitude: W 072 53 55 
Latitude: N 42 41 42 

 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT: Board of Selectmen; Open Town Meeting 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING: Second Monday in May 
ANNUAL ELECTION: First Saturday following Annual Town Meeting 
 
Fiscal Year 2013 Tax Rates and Assessed Valuations: 
 
CLASS TAX RATE VALUATION LEVY  % OF TOTAL 
 

Residential  $   6.07 per thousand $47,631,910.00 $276,089.86 8.7633% 
Commercial  13.38 per thousand 283,507.00 3,793.32 0.115  % 
Industrial   13.38 per thousand 163,407,838.00 2,186,396.87 66.2568% 
Personal Property    13.38 per thousand 61,323,683.00 820,510.88 24.8649% 
 Total $272,646,938.00 $3,299,826.76 100.0000% 
 
Fiscal Year 2013 Appropriations and Charges 
 Appropriations  $3,590,953.00 
 Cherry Sheet Offsets  104,760.00 
 Cherry Sheet Charges  10,318.00 
 Snow & Ice Deficit  0.00 
 Allowance for Abatements & Exemptions 20,542.93 
 Total  $3,726,573.93 
 
Fiscal Year 2013 Revenue Sources 
 Tax Levy  $3,299,826.00 
 Cherry Sheet  220,788.00 
 Local Receipts  53,000.00 
 Free Cash  127,627.00 
 Free Cash (appropriated on or before 06/30/2012) .00 
 Other Available Funds  525,446.32 
 Total  $4,226,687.32 
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Elected Town Officials 
 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
Marilyn Wilson, Chair   2015 
Susan Gleason, Vice-Chair  2016 
Noel R. Abbott   2014 
 
BOARD OF ASSESSORS 
Frederick N. Williams, Chair  2014 
Heidi Cousineau   2016 
Carrie Y. Silva    2015 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH 
David Cousineau, Chair  2016 
Jo-ann M. Brown    2014 
Jennifer A. Morse   2015 

 
CEMETERY COMMISSION 
James H. Williams, Chair  2016 
Danette Reynolds-Gallaghar  2015 
James W. Taylor   2014 
 
CONSTABLE 
Robert L. Dykeman   2014 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Dennis F. May, Chair   2014 
Margaret Parent   2015 
Wayne Zavotka   2016 
[vacant]     2014  
[vacant]     2014 
 
LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
Evelyn L. Dandeneau,Chair  2014 
Claudine M. Poplawski  2016 
Catherine T. Snyder   2015 
 
MODERATOR 
Robert J. Clancy   2013 
 
PARK COMMISSION 
MaryJo A. Fuller, Chair  2014 
Bruce W. Cowie   2016 
Michael S. Laffond   2015 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
PLANNING BOARD 
David Roberson, Chair  2016 
Jo-ann M. Brown   2014 
Robert Dykeman   2013 
Robin Reed    2015 
Douglas Wilson    2014 
 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Cynthia M. Laffond   2013 
Lisa L. Miller    2013 
Lisa A. Danek-Burke   2015 
 
TAX COLLECTOR 
Sandra P. Daviau   2013 
 
TOWN CLERK 
Jennifer A. Morse   2014 
 
TREASURER 
Donna Flagg (resigned)  2014 
Kristi Nartowicz (appointed)  2014 

 
Appointed Town Officials 
(Unless otherwise specified, appointments are made by 
Board of Selectmen and expire June 2014) 
All appointments were made June 26, 2013, unless 
otherwise indicated. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Sandra P. Daviau  
 
AGENT FOR VETERANS 
Central Franklin County Veterans District 
Leo J. Parent 
 
AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION [3-yr term] 
Carol F. Lively 
Jonathon Lively 
MaryJo A. Phelps 
[Vacant] 
[Vacant] 
 
ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER (DOG 
OFFICER) 
Ed Grinnell 
Arthur Samuelson - Assistant 
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ANIMAL INSPECTOR 
Russell L. Powers 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER 
Sandra P. Daviau 
 
BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE  
Thomas L Chiofalo 
MaryJo A. Fuller 
John Magnago 
Ellen B. Miller                                                      
Christine Tower 
John H. Williams 
 
BROADBAND COMMITTEE  
David Dvore 
Russell Jolly 
Daniel Wessman 
 
CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER 
Ellen B. Miller (resigned 12-31-13) 
 
COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE                                                                                 
COORDINATOR 
Edwin L. May 
 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Myra B. Carlow, Chair 
Prudence Berry 
Thomas L. Chiofalo 
Robert J. Clancy 
 [Vacant] 
 
CONSTABLE 
Sandra P. Daviau 
 
COUNCIL ON AGING 
Sandy P. Daviau, Co-Chair & Treasurer 
Christine A. Tower, Co-Chair 
Marilyn Belval 
Jo-ann M. Brown, Secretary 
Mary Ann Dykeman 
Doris C. Fensky 
Shirley Veber 
 
CULTURAL COUNCIL  [Max 2 3-yr terms] 
Anne E. Besgen 
Robin Booth 

 
Jo-ann M. Brown 
Kerri L. McLatchy 
Ellynn B Packard 
 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
SUPERINTENDENT 
James W. Taylor 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICER 
James W. Taylor 
 
ELECTION TELLERS/WORKERS 
Prudence Berry (D) 
Jo-ann M. Brown (D) 
Marjorie H. Morse (U) 
Mary E. Paige (R)  
Robin W. Reed (D)  
Carrie Y. Silva (R) 
Christine A. Tower (U) 
Shirley Veber  (R) 
Susan C. Wood (J) 
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR 
Edwin L. May 
 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
Gail May, EMT, EMS Coordinator 
Christopher Selmi Hyytinen, EMT 
 
ENERGY COMMITTEE 
John R. H. Packard, Chair 
Robin Booth 
Abigail Phelps 
 
FENCE VIEWERS (2) 
Noel R. Abbott 
Paul McLatchy III 
 
FIELD DRIVERS (2) [c49; Art III §6] 
Sandra P. Daviau 
Susan C. Wood 
 
FIRE CHIEF 
Paul McLatchy, Jr. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRATOR 
Edwin L. May 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 
Deputy Chief - Dennis F. May 
Deputy Chief - [Vacant] 
Captain - Jonathan Lively 
Captain - [Vacant] 
Lieutenant - Robert J. Clancy 
Lieutenant - Matthew R. Crowningshield 
Lieutenant - Christopher Selmi Hyytinen 
Lieutenant - Glenn M. White 
FOREST FIRE WARDEN 
Paul McLatchy Jr. 
 
GRACY HOUSE COMMITTEE 
Marilyn H. Belval 
Mary Ann Dykeman 
Robert Dykeman 
Cynthia M. Laffond 
Leonard J. Laffond 
Sharon C. Hudson (Assoc member) 
Judith A. Pierce (Assoc member) 
John H. Williams (Assoc member) 
 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS CONTROL 
OFFICER   
Edwin L. May 
 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION [3-yr term] 
Sharon C. Hudson 
Judith A. Pierce 
John H. Williams 
 
INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS [Alternate] 
FCCIP/James Hawkins 
 
INSPECTOR OF PLUMBING & GAS 
FCCIP/Andrew French  
 
INSPECTOR OF WIRING 
FCCIP/Tom McDonald 
 
MEASURERS of WOOD, BARK, LUMBER (3) 
Thomas P. Danek, Jr.  
Robert R. Rice  
James H. Williams 
 
OLD HOME DAY COMMITTEE [July 2012] 
John Magnago, Chair 
Jo-ann M. Brown 
Robert L. Dykeman 

Paul McLatchy III 
Ellen Miller                                                   
Christine A. Tower 
 
POUND KEEPER [c49; Art III §6] 
Sandra P. Daviau 
 
REGISTRARS OF VOTERS 
Lisa A. Danek-Burke         (U) 
Lisa L. Miller          (D) 
Jennifer A. Morse         (U) 
Willian Parent         (U) 
 
SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE 
Janet Cowie 
Donna J. Flagg 
Angela Foshay (resigned 
Cynthia M. Laffond 
William A. Loomis 
Dennis F. May 
Kerri L. McLatchy 
Paul McLatchy III 
Ellen B. Miller                                                      
Marjorie H. Morse 
Robert A. Silva 
James W. Taylor 
Susan Zavotka 
NON-VOTING MEMBERS 
Joanne Blier 
Michael A. Buoniconti 
William Knittle 
 
SPECIAL POLICE OFFICER - CHIEF 
Henry J. Dandeneau (retired 6-30-13) 

Julie J. Shippee 
 
SPECIAL POLICE OFFICERS  
Christopher Selmi Hyytinen 
Christopher Mattson 
 
SUPT. OF INSECT PEST/ELM DISEASE 
CONTROL 
James W. Taylor 
 
TOWN ACCOUNTANT  
FRCOG/Jackie Cashin 
 
TOWN COORDINATOR   
Ellen B. Miller (resigned 12-31-13) 
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TOWN COUNSEL 
Joel B. Bard 
Kopelman and Paige, PC 
 
 
TREE WARDEN 
James W. Taylor 
 
YANKEE ATOMIC ELECTRIC COMPANY 
CITIZEN ADVISORY BOARD (CAB) 
Leonard J. Laffond 
 
YANKEE LAND COMMITTEE 
Walter J. Quist, Chair 
Leonard J. Laffond 
William A. Loomis 
John H. Williams 
[Vacant] 
 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS (5) [3-yr term] 
Marilyn Wilson, Chair 
Robert Dykeman 
Russell W. Jolly 
Paul McLatchy III 
 [Vacant] 
 

 
Regional Appointments 

 
 
CARL NILMAN SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Rebecca Bradley 
 
CDBG 2007, 2008 and 2009 Housing Rehab 
Program Citizen Advisory Committees 
Mary E. Paige, Rowe Representative 
 
FRANKLIN COUNTY COOPERATIVE  
INSPECTION PROGRAM, Rep to 
Ellen B. Miller (resigned 12-31-13) 
 
FRANKLIN COUNTY SOLID WASTE  
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, Rep to 
James W. Lively, Alternate 
 
 
 
 

 
FRANKLIN REGIONAL COUNCIL OF  
GOVERNMENTS 
Noel R. Abbott, Representative 
Paul McLatchy III, Alternate Representative 
 
FRANKLIN REGIONAL PLANNING                                 
BOARD, Selectmenôs Representative 
Marilyn Wilson 
 
 
FRANKLIN REGIONAL TRANSIT                                            
AUTHORITY REP 
Marilyn Wilson 
Rosie Gorden ï Assistant 
 
MBI (MA Broadband Institute),  
Community Rep 
Ellen B. Miller (resigned 12-31-13) 

 
MMAC (Mohawk Municipal Advisory 
Committee), Rep to 
Noel R. Abbott 
 
MUNICIPAL LIGHT PLANT MANAGER  
Noel R. Abbott 
 
WIREDWEST COMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE CORP. DELEGATE to 
Noel R. Abbott 

 
Board of Health Appointments 

 
 
CLERK 
Marcella Stafford Gore 
 
HEALTH AGENT 
Lisa A. Danek-Burke 
 
TRANSFER STATION ATTENDANTS 
James W. Lively 
Edwin A. Palmer 
Julie J. Shippee, Alternate 
 
TOWN NURSE 
Sheila M. Litchfield 
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Resignations of Elected Officials 

 
 
 
TREASURER 
Heidi Cousineau 
Donna Flagg  
 

Appointments to Fill Elected 
Position Vacancies 

 
 
TREASURER 
Donna Flagg 
Kristi Nartowicz (07-17-13) 
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Part I  

 

Reports of Committees, 
Departments and Boards 
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Board of Selectmen 
 
     Noel Abbott resigned as Chair of the Board of 
Selectmen on Jan. 2, 2013 and Marilyn Wilson 
was elected to take his place.     Susan Gleason 
was elected to the Board of Selectmen in the 
annual Town elections and was subsequently 
elected to be Vice-Chair.  Thank you to Paul 
McLatchy III for serving on the Board. 
 
     Henry Dandeneau reached the mandatory 
retirement age for Police Chief and  Julie Shippee 
was appointed as his successor.     A great deal of 
research went into the process to determine the 
qualifications for this important position;  the 
position was posted;  applications received and 
studied; interviews conducted, and Chief Julie 
Shippee was chosen.    Congratulations Chief 
Shippee. 
 
     Heidi Cousineau resigned for personal reasons 
from the Treasurerôs post.    Many thanks to 
Heidi for years of hard work on behalf of the 
town.     
 
      Donna Flagg was appointed  and then elected 
Treasurer , but she also had to resign for personal 
reasons. Many thanks to Donna for her  strong 
efforts on behalf of the town. 
 
     Kristi Nartowicz was appointed Treasurer in 
the interim.    Kris attended the Rowe school 
when she was growing up, her father worked at 
Yankee,  and she has special ties to the town of 
Rowe.     
 
     Our new accountant,  Jackie Cashin, is from 
Franklin Regional Council of Governments  
(FRCOG.)    She works collaboratively with our 
new Treasurer.    Our financial reports are 
accurate and timely. 
 
     Northeast IT Systems was hired for 
$6,500/year to replace the previous IT consultant 
which had cost the Town $16,000/year for the 
past 8 years.   The new firm has increased the 
security of the Townôs sensitive information and 
organized and made efficient the many servers in 
the computer closet.  The intent  is to rationalize 

the computer and server equipment to use less 
more effectively. 
 
     The Certified Public Accounting firm, 
Melanson & Heath, completed a full municipal 
audit on FY12 as suggested by the MASS Dept. of 
Revenue because of the many changes in our 
financial system and team.    This report is on the 
Townôs web-site and it will be noted that there 
were many deficiencies in our financial system  in 
FY 2012.     The Townôs responses are given after 
each category in the Melanson & Heath report 
and one can see that  about 90% of the necessary 
improvements have  already been made.  
 
     The meeting minutes of the Board of 
Selectmen are now up to date as required by law.    
The  original minutes are filed with the Town 
Clerk, as Keeper of the Records,  and copies are 
kept in a large white binder in the Hearing Room. 
 
     A comprehensive personnel policy manual was 
created and put into effect in June. 
 
     Exploration of  bringing cell phone service  to 
Rowe has begun. 
  
     Ellen Miller resigned as Town Coordinator 
effective Dec. 31, 2013.    Because the position is 
Board of Selectmenôs Administrative Clerk as 
written in the Townôs By-Laws,  that is what was 
posted.     Applications were accepted; interviews 
conducted; and Janice Boudreau, previously 
Town Coordinator in Heath, was appointed.    
Please welcome Janice Boudreau. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Marilyn Wilson, Chair 
Susan Gleason, Vice-Chair 
Noel Abbott, Selectman 
 
 

Animal Control Officer 
 
     I returned 4 dogs to their owners in Rowe and 
Vermont. I handled 5 complaints from residents 
about their neighbor's dogs. I brought one un-



2013 Rowe Annual Town Report    15 

unlicensed and unvaccinated dog that has been 
caught wandering around town a lot to the 
Regional Shelter in Turner's Falls who was 
returned neutered upon payment of the town 
registration fee. Later, that same dog was found 
unattended for several days in the middle of 
winter, and was brought back to the shelter for 
adoption to a new owner who would care for 
him. I investigated a possibility of abuse upon 
notification by a state agency. I attended two 
meetings of the regional animal control officers in 
Greenfield about changes in the state law 
regarding dogs and to hear a report on the activity 
and policies of the Regional Shelter and met 
several times with Ed Grinnel,  for training and 
advice. 

Arthur Samuelson                                                        
Animal Control Officer - Assistant 

 

Animal Inspector 
 
No Report Submitted 
 

Board of Health 
 
     David Cousineau was re-elected this year and 
was again voted in as Chair by his fellow board 
members. Dave attended training in Pittsfield for 
Camp Re-porting and Conducting Inspections. 
Joann Brown attended MAVEN training in the 
town nurseôs office to learn about the 
Massachusetts Communication Disease Reporting 
System.  On Roweôs behalf, Jennifer Morse 
participated in the annual Hawlemont EDS clinic 
at the end of last year.  The clinic served over 100 
people and prepared to serve 300 for 2013.  In 
addition to influenza vaccine, tetanus, Tdap and 
pneumonia vaccine is available. 

     Marcella Stafford Gore was re-appointed as 
Clerk. 

 

Board of Health Agent 

Lisa Danek Burke again accepted 
appointment as Health Agent for the town. 
Accompanied by a board member, she conducts 
inspections (food establishments, bed and 
breakfasts, childrenôs camps, housing and septic 
systems), performs soil evaluations and reviews all 
septic system plans. Lisa is a registered sanitarian 
and soil evaluator on Title 5 inspections and is 

ServSafe certified. Her knowledge and experience 
are greatly appreciated and are often sought by 
the board. 

Title V 

The board reviewed all building permit 
applications submitted for review by the building 
inspector as required by state Title 5 regulations. 
Title 5 system soil evaluations and percolation 
tests were done again in response to residentsô 
requests. 

Transfer Station/Solid Waste Disposal 

     The board re-appointed James Lively and 
Edwin Palmer as Transfer Station Attendants.  
Julie Shippee was re-appointed as alternate 
attendant. 

       While the attendants continued their 
increased surveillance of people bringing in trash, 
there are still people dropping off who are 
unknown to the attendants. This December 
(2013), we began the process of implementing a 
Vehicle Sticker Program for 2014.  All 
residents/property owners will be required to 
place a sticker on their vehicle so that they will be 
easily identified by the attendants 

The board thanks Jan Ameen and the staff at 
the Franklin County Solid Waste Management 
District for providing us with excellent service 
which includes all of the recycling and bulky 
waste hauling contracts, the regional hazardous 
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waste collection days and our sharps bio-hazard 
collections. 

Recycling 

Rowe continues to be ranked at the bottom of 
the list of the FCSWMD nineteen towns for the 
expected amount of recycling for our population. 
In fact our 2013 tonnage report shows that we 
collected less recyclable goods this year than we 
did in 2012. A small number of blue recycling 
bins (4) are still available at the BOH office for 
sorting recyclables to bring to the transfer station. 

    Earnings from recycling are added to the 
Revolving Account that was voted in at the 
Annual Town Meeting. These funds can be used 
for the purchase of recycled paper for the townôs 
copiers and computers, membership fees and to 
offset part of our annual assessment for 
membership in the FCSWMD. 

Public Water System 

     Housatonic Basin Sampling and Testing in 
Lee has provided all water testing in 2013.  
Monthly testing is performed for our four (4) 
public water supplies; the Town Hall, the Rowe 
Elementary School, Avery Fountain and Pelham 
Lake Park. Weekly testing is performed at the 
Pelham Lake swimming area during the 
swimming season. The board also receives reports 
on the water sampled at Rowe Camp and 
Conference Center as well as Maple House Bed 
and Breakfast. 
 

Health Services 

Sheila Litchfield was re-appointed as town 
nurse. Our town is most fortunate to have such a 
dedicated professional to provide health services. 
The office is open on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday every week. Sheila writes articles for the 
Goal Post and provides the board with monthly 
summary reports. 

We thank Sheila for the professional 
performance of her services. Dr. Richard Warner 
continues to be our medical consultant.  

In Conclusion 

Currently the board does not have a set 
weekday for meetings. Due to the work schedules 
of our members we cannot always arrange a 
consistent evening of the week to meet. Please 
check the town bulletin board for meeting 
agendas which will always be posted in advance of 
our meeting.  If you have questions or need a 
permit application, our clerk is in the office for 
several hours before our meeting begins or you 
can call the office anytime and we will get back to 
you. 

Respectfully submitted, 

D avid Cousineau, Chair                                                                                     
Joanne Brown                                                                         
Jennifer Morse                                                                                                                                                     

Board of Health - Inspection,             
Permit and Test Data 
 
PERMITS ISSUED 2013                                      
Septic Hauler/Pumper:                                           
A-1 Septic (North Adams)                                      
Bostley Sanitary Service                                  
GMG Enterprises, Inc. (Gregôs Wastewater) 

Installerôs Permit:                                                                                                         
Adams Trucking, Excavating and Concrete 
Danek Excavating                                                  
Mitchell Sand and Gravel, LLC 

Food Establishments:                                          
Maple House Bed and Breakfast                     
Rowe Camp and Conference Center  

Food Service Temporary:                                 
Halifax Community Club                         
Readsboro Lions Club                                    
Rowe Community Church                                     
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Rowe Elementary Youth Baseball                           
Rowe Fire Department                                   
Rowe Historical Society 

Children Camps Permits: 

Rowe C&CC: Junior High Camp  
  Senior High Camp                     
  Transition Camp 

Beach Permit:                                                   
Pelham Lake ï5/15 to 9/15/2013 

 

TITLE 5 ACTIVITY 2013 

Title 5 Inspections:                                         
Rowe School Building Site    Failed                   
127 Country Road (Volland)   Failed                 
137 Leshure Road  (Dunnel)   Passed                        
32 Shippee Road    (Parent)     Passed 

 

Title 5 Soil Evaluation/Percolation Tests                 
205 Zoar Rd (Shulda)    Passed                
127 Country Road  (Voland)  Passed 

Title 5 Disposal System Construction Permit 
530 Tunnel Road (Humbert) Replace System                    

40 Shippee Road  (Gates)       Repair 

312 Zoar Road      (Hoffman)  AlternativeSeptic  

Rowe School Building Site      Upgrade 

Septic System Installation Final Inspection 

40 Shippee Road    (Gates/Sprague )                    
312 Zoar Road        (Hoffman)                          
530 Tunnel Road   (Humbert) 

Septic Pumping Records 2013  

 32 Shippee Road                                                          
40 Shippee Road Tank to be crushed                    
5 Pine Hill Road           Okay                                
9 Pine Hill Road           Okay                                                  

131 Zoar Road              Okay                                     
294 Zoar Road     Okay                            
288 Zoar Road               Okay                               
312 Zoar Road                Crush tank                     
171 Zoar Road               Okay                                     
228 Zoar Road               Okay                                  
169 Ford Hill Road    Good                                     
42 Ford Hill Road          Okay                                      
530 Tunnel Road           Tank to be crushed               
Pelham Lake (composting toilet) Okay                   
4 Stone Hill Road           Okay                              
85 Pond Road                 Tank to be crushed                         
60 Pond Road      Okay                             
63 Middletown Hill Road     Okay                       
51 Middletown Hill Road    Good                             
106 Middletown Hill Road  Okay                                       
7 Potter Road          Okay                                
30 Potter Road                      Okay                                
43 Potter Road                    Good                                
10 Hazelton Road                  Okay                       
12 Country Branch Road       Okay                       
137 Leshure Road                  Okay                    
194 Leshure Road                  Okay                             
232 Leshure Road                  Okay                                
48 Old Cyrus Stage Road       Okay                                
10 Kings Hwy (RC&CC farmhouse x3)  Okay             
10 Kings Hwy (RC&CC cabin area)       Okay                
10 Kings Hwy (RC&CC main house)     Okay     

Board of Health - Town Nurse 
 
     2013 has been another busy year for the Rowe 
Health Services Office. A total of 1,553 patient 
encounters occurred, representing an average of 
130 visits each month.    

     In addition to office visits and house calls, 
Rowe Health Services continues to offer wellness 
checks, health counseling, nursing assessment and 
referral to clients of all ages. We offer blood 
testing for cholesterol, blood sugar, A1C (3-
month blood sugar impact test) and INR (blood 
clotting factor), hearing and vision testing, 
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monitoring of blood pressure and assistance with 
weight and fitness management.    

     We continue to offer several vaccines 
including influenza, tetanus, Tdap, Pneumonia, 
Hepatitis B, and ZostaVax (Shingles) for eligible 
residents. 

     Through the Health Services office, Rowe 
continues to participate in activities associated 
with readiness of the Hawlemont Emergency 
Dispensing Site (EDS) which is the system 
through which Rowe residents would receive 
emergency medications when they were issued by 
the U.S. Centers for Disease and Control (CDC) 
from the National Stockpile in response to large 
public health threats.   

     New this year is that our application as a 
vaccine provider through MassHealth has been 
approved. This enables billing for vaccine services, 
and payments go to the Townôs Vaccine revolving 
account.  

     It has been a pleasure to have been able to 
provide another year of early intervention, illness 
prevention, health education and awareness, and 
support to the residents of Rowe.                  

Sincerely,  

 

Sheila M. Litchfield                                      
 RN, BSN, COHN-S, FAAOHN 

 

Cemetery Commission 
 
     The Cemetery Commission would like to 
thank  Al Morse and Terry Veber for their hard 
work main-taining the cemetery grounds, and also 
Levon Hardison for his continued work 
rebuilding Stone Walls.The split rail fencing in 

the East cemetery was replaced by Whitney Fence 
of Northfield Ma.  Cemetery lots are available in 
the East and West cemeteries. Please contact 
Chairman Jim Williams at 339-4731 for 
additional information concerning purchasing a 
lot(s).   

     Anyone with question or comments, please 
contact any commissioner.   
                          

Respectfully submitted, 

James H. Williams, Chair                                            
James W. Taylor                                                                    
Danette Reynolds-Gallaghar 

 

Conservation Commission 
 
     The five-member Conservation Committee 
met as needed to address matters brought before 
it during the calendar year 2013.  

Receipt of Notice of Intent  

4/22/13 TransCanada  Hydro, Northeast, proposed 
repairs to Sherman Dam area 

5/24/13 Conservation Commission approved the 

proposed work and issued an Order of Conditions 

5/17/13 Bertin Engineering for Seaboard Solar, 
proposed installation of solar array on Tunnel Rd. 

10/15/13 Conservation Commission approved the 

proposed work and issued an Order of Conditions 

Receipt of Request for Determination of 
Applicability 

12/17/12 40 Shippee Rd., John Gates, proposed 
repair to septic system 

2/20/13   Conservation Commission issued a Negative 

Determination, allowing the work to proceed. 

7/19/13    86 Pond Rd., Rowe School,  proposed re-
building of Rowe School 
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7/24/13 Conservation Commission issued a Negative 
Determination, allowing the work to proceed. 

11/19/13 49 Yankee Road, Yankee Atomic Electric 
Company, proposed building of  an equipment shed 

11/21/13 Conservation Commission issued a Negative 
Determination, allowing the work to proceed 

Request from Franklin County  Cooperative  
Inspectional Program  (FCCIP)  to Review 
Applications for Building Permits 

     At the request of the FCCIP, the Conservation 
Commission reviewed the Building Permit 

Applications and made site visits to fourteen 

separate locations to determine if the proposed 
construction would violate Massachusetts 
Wetland Protection Laws. All fourteen 
applications were approved by the Commission 

Exploratory Meetings with Property Owners 
Considering  Work 

     The Commission met with representatives of 
Yankee Atomic Electric Company to discuss a 
proposed logging operation.  It was determined 
that the appropriate course was to prepare and 
present to the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation  (DCR) a Logging Plan for the work 
proposed.  This was done. 

Training and Education 

     In order to assure that members are fully 
educated and familiar with the Massachusetts 
Wetland Protection Laws and Regulations, 
Commission members attended courses and 
training sessions prepared and presented by the 
Massachusetts Association of Conservation 
Commissions (MACC), a DEP Wetlands Circuit 
Rider and Lattrell Ecological Consultants. A total 
of sixty-one volunteer hours were spent in 
training of Commission members. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Myra Carlow, Chair                                           
Virginia Gabert, Co-Chair                                       
Thom Chiofalo, Clerk                                    
Prudence Berry                                                     
Robert Clancy 

Council on Aging 
 

     The COA has provided under the direction of 
our Town Nurse (Sheila Litchfield) a medical loan 
program.  Medical equipment such as wheel 
chairs, walkers, canes, hospital beds, etc. are 
available for our seniors and anyone that is in 
need of this equipment.  Our thanks to all of our 
friends that have donated many pieces of medical 
equipment in the past year. 

     Sandy Daviau, COA Co-chairman remains our 
spear-head, diligent with the maintaining of our 
grant and regular account. She continues to apply 
for the Formula Grant which helps to support 
services for our seniors on an annual basis and 
also reports to the Executive Office of Elder 
Affairs all expenditures relative to the grant.  We 
would like to thank Rosie & Ronald Gordon for 
helping our seniors bring in their packages from 
the FRTA bus to their homes on their Tuesday 
trips to downtown.   

     Thanks goes out to Jodi Brown for keeping a 
great record of our monthly Minutes.   

     The COA Committee tries to plan at least 2 
events during each month during the year.  We 
started our first event with a most delicious soup 
and salad held on February 15th, featuring six 
homemade soups and the versatile multi-layered 
salad made by our salad maker, Robert Dykeman. 
Bingo and snacks are occasionally planned, and 
Bingo caller Bob Dykeman, applies his Bingo 
calling skills.   
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     March saw the Irish Glenshane duo 
performance, thanks to the sponsorship of the 
Rowe Cultural Council, This event was held at 
the Mohawk Park Restaurant. The Heath & 
Charlemont seniors were also invited to attend. A 
Corned Beef and Cabbage meal was served and 
enjoyed by all. 

     In April, there was a trip to a Special Effects 
Museum in Lee, MA, with our folks dining at the 
always popular, Country Buffet Restaurant in 
Pittsfield, MA. 

     May 24th was COAôs first BBQ of the year with 
a total of six side dishes enjoyed by all. 

     Letôs not forget our monthly Birthday cakes 
and pictures captured monthly of our birthday 
celebrants. 

     Besides the June BBQ, the senior group 
enjoyed sandwiches, soup and dessert at the 
Mohawk Park Restaurant.  Again, we had also 
invited the Heath and Charlemont seniors to join 
us. 

     Alternating with the Rowe Park, BBQôs were 
held at the Gracy House twice monthly.  Bob 
Dykeman, presided over the grill. 

     Come October, there was a well attended 
Spaghetti Supper at the St. Joachimôs Hall in 
Readsboro, VT.  Later on in the month we had a 
Pie Social that featured Pumpkin & Apple pie 
made by our master pie-gal Rachel Gammell. 

     In November, we had a delicious lunch at the 
Four Leaf Clover Restaurant in Bernardston, MA 
and then a trek to Kringle Kandle met with favor. 

     The committee voted for two tall and slender 
Christmas trees, one to grace each room.  The 
trees were decked out most splendidly by our 
artistic members, Marilyn Belval and Doris 
Fensky.  Candles in each window and mini-lights 
displayed on the porch added to the Village 

Green Christmas Cheer.  Our Christmas social 
was held on December 6th.  A Rockefeller 
Rockettes Christmas video was featured and the 
glorious voice of Helen Shields was heard. 

     We extend a thank you to Morghan Jolly for 
his shoveling for our seniors in need through 
December and to Ben Sherman to pick up where 
Morghan left off. 

     The Rowe COA continues to observe a 
moment of silence for those seniors who have 
passed and Chris Tower has a special senior angel 
book of bitter-sweet memories for viewing.   

     To anyone who we may have left out of our 
recap, we apologize. 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Sandy Daviau, COA Co-chair, COA 
TreasurerChristine Tower, COA Co-chair               
Jodi Brown, COA Secretary                                   
Marilyn Belval, Member                                                  
Mary Ann Dykeman, Member                               
Doris Fensky, Member                                                      
Shirley Veber, Member 

 

Cultural Council 
 
     This year the Rowe Cultural Council received 
from the state the amount of $4250.00.  We have 
allotted all the funds to the benefit of the 
following:  the Rowe Elementary School, the rowe 
Library, the Rowe Historical Society, the Mohawk 
Trail Concerts, the Rowe Council on Aging and 
the Heath Agricultural Society (the Heath Fair).  
We received applications for grants totaling more 
than $11,000 and we made our judgments chiefly 
on the basis of benefit to the most Rowe 
residents. 

     Our members this year were Anne Besgen, 
Joann Brown, Ellyn Packard and Kelle Quist.  If 
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you are interested in serving on the council, 
please contact one of our members. 

Respectfully submitted,                                         
Ellynn Packard, Chair 

 

DPW - Highway Department 
 
     After the winter storm on February 8th & 9 th 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) declared that the effected communities 
were eligible to receive emergency disaster funds. 
The Highway Department filed the necessary 
documents with FEMA. The total expenses for 
the storm were calculated to be $16,081.09. Fema 
funded 75% of this emergency their share  being 
$12,060.82.                              

     Routine maintenance during the year 
included: 

 

¶ Cleaning and repair of shoulders and catch 
basins 

¶ Street sweeping 
¶ Line painting 
¶ Waterway repaving 
¶ Roadside mowing 
¶ Equipment maintenance & repair 
¶ Tree maintenance 
¶ Upkeep of the Town Common and traffic 

islands 
 Special projects undertaken during 2013 were: 

¶ A 10% Rubber Chip Seal was applied to Ford 
Hill Rd, 

¶ Culverts were replaced on Steele Brook Rd. & 
Tunnel Rd 

¶ Culverts were also replaced & added on Tatro 
Rd. with a paved ditch added to help control 
severe storm run off 

¶ Fiber asphalt crack sealing was applied to 
Hazelton Rd. and Cyrus Stage Rd, 

        

 Thank you to Ellen Miller, Sandy Daviau, 
Janice Boudreau, the Highway Department crew 

and Selectmen for all of your help and support 
this year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

James W. Taylor                                               
DPW Superintendent 

DPW ï Summer Youth 
Employment 

 

The ñGrasshopperò program, under the 
direction of SYE Supervisor Josh Taylor did a 
great job trimming and cleaning our roadsides 
this past summer. This is very hard work under 
hot and humid conditions. Please know that you 
are appreciated very much. 

Thanks also go to the Assistant Supervisors 
Dustin Brown and Ashton Morse for assisting 
Josh.  We had the largest crew ever ( ten workers 
& three supervisors) , which enabled us to trim 
along all but a few remote roads. 

There are 36 miles of roads in Rowe.  When 
you double that for each side of the road that 
needs trimmingéthat adds up to 72 miles that 
need mowing, trimming and cleaning in eight 
short (usually very hot) weeks. At the same time 
the crew also pays particular attention to saving 
certain ferns, flowers and shrubs.  They are very 
conscientious.  Great job everyone! 

And special thanks again go to Ted Palmer 
for performing his annual Poison Ivy eradication.  
The Grasshoppers appreciate you taking care of 
this for them. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jim Taylor                                                                        
DPW Superintendent 
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DPW - Tree Warden 
 
 As your Tree Warden Iôd like to remind 
everyone that if they are going to remove any 
roadside trees it is important to read our Town  
By-laws. Our roads have been declared Scenic 
Roads by a Town Meeting vote. More 
information about what this means can be found 
in Section 10: of the By-Laws and Section 15C of 
Chapter 40 of the Massachusetts General Laws.   

     This year no Tree Hearings were held. Anyone 
with questions or concerns about roadside trees 
please contact  me at 413-339-5588.  
  

Respectfully submitted, 

James W. Taylor                               
Tree Warden 

  

Emergency Medical Services [EMS] 
 

     This year our emergency personnel responded 
to thirty four medical calls, two motor vehicle 
accidents and one snowmobile accident.  As 
always they performed with care and expertise.  
Their dedication to the town and its people is 
very much appreciated and I would like to thank 
their families.  They play an important role in the 
work we do because of the support they give our 
team throughout the year. 

In order to meet the requirements of a first 
responder one must complete an 80 hour course 
and pass a written and practical exam.  
Recertification is required every three years.  EMT 
certification requires completion of a 110 hour 
course and successfully passing a state exam which 
also includes a written and practical exam. 
Recertification is required every two years and 
consists of a 24 hour refresher course and an 

additional 28 hours of continuing education 
classes. 

 We currently have 2 certified EMTs and 12 
first responders. Our EMTs and first responders 
continue to respond in a timely manner to any 
situation and deliver the highest quality of care.   

If you have an emergency it is extremely 
important to dial 911 immediately.  Calling a 
knowledgeable friend or an EMT/first responder 
will delay the initiation of EMS.  For our new 
residents and those that may not have ever 
utilized the 911 system, I would like to explain 
the sequence of events once a 911 call has been 
made.  When 911 has been activated a dispatcher 
from Shelburne Control will answer your call.  
He or she will ask the nature of your emergency 
and at that time determine the level of care 
needed for your emergency.  The dispatcher will 
then notify Charlemont Ambulance and Rowe 
EMTs and first responders.  If your emergency 
requires Advanced Life Support a paramedic unit 
will be dispatched from Greenfield at the same 
time. Considering the rural area in which we live, 
this response system has worked well in the past.  
If 911 is activated and you then decide you do not 
want or need the ambulance, or if you have dialed 
911 by mistake, please stay on the line and 
explain the situation.  Otherwise, you can expect 
a visit from the police department who will be 
dispatched to verify that an emergency situation 
does not exist. 

Rowe EMS personnel will respond to your 
emergency with both the knowledge and 
equipment necessary to help stabilize a patient 
before and during transport to the hospital by 
ambulance.  As rural as the town of Rowe is, our 
first responders play a critical role in the outcome 
of your emergency and thus are an important part 
of the chain of survival.  Rowe EMS works closely 
with Rowe Fire Department.  Most of our 
members are crossed-trained as medical, fire and 
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/or police personnel.  We respond to both fire 
and police scenes to aid and support these 
departments. 

Due to the aging of EMT personnel associated 
with both the Charlemont Ambulance and Rowe 
EMS it is important to recruit new or certified 
EMTs.  To ensure ambulance service to both our 
town and neighboring towns in the future there 
must be enough EMTs to adequately staff the 
ambulance.  If there is anyone who is currently 
EMT certified, or would be interested in 
becoming an EMT, and would like to join our 
department, please contact me at 339-5761. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gail May                                                            
EMS Coordinator 

 

Energy Committee 
 
     The major activities for the Rowe Energy 
Committee were centered on the implementation 
of the projects that were funded by Green Com-
munities grant of $135,725 in December, 2012. 

Study for feasibility of Home Energy 
Improvements by Mini-Grants from Green 
Communities funds 

     The study, done jointly with Center for Eco-
Technology was completed in August 2013.  It 
concluded that the Town of Rowe was an 
exceptionally well-suited community for a Home 
Energy Improvements program. Four workshops 
were conducted in January through March of 
2013 that helped raise interest in MassSave 
assessments and in techniques for home energy 
improvements.  (Grant $2675.00) 

Workshops funded by Green Communities 
funds as  part of an Education and Outreach 
project 

     This was a ñhow toò series on the  topics of 
Waste Management and Composting; Winserts 
(interior inserts for window weatherization) (Part I 
Introduction, Part II Construction of Winserts); 
and Ice Dam Prevention. No matter the topic, the 
presenters aimed attendees toward the MassSave 
assessment as the best first step toward home 
energy improvements and reduction of personal 
carbon footprints. Several of the participants in 

these workshops went on to 
do assessments and followed 
through with contracts for 
other energy efficiency work 
in their homes. This 
workshop program was 
completed in February, of 
2013. (Grant $1,010.) 

Laura Biddulph of CET 

Green Communities Home Energy Mini-Grant 
Program 

     This project was the fulfillment of a long-
standing desire by the Rowe Energy Committee 
to be able to give more direct assistance to Rowe 
households in making strides for better energy 
efficiency.  The Committee found it satisfying to 
support projects that are making a difference 
through 41 separate projects in 27 households in 
Rowe.  For Green Communities grants of 
$27,650, through leveraging incentive monies 
from Mass Save and other utility rebates, Rowe 
participating residents received over $63,325 of 
energy efficiency improvements. The building 
improvements will reduce energy consumption 
and utility costs into the future, and increase 
comfort and health in these homes. 

 

Parks Headquarters energy updates  

As the Parks Department had not yet benefited 
from any of Roweôs past energy conservation 
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programs, Green Communities funds were used 
for two projects:  insulation improvements at the 
headquarters at Pelham Lake,  and a solar PV 
array  (on the Town Garage) that would supply 
the electrical needs of the Parks Department.  

     The Energy Committee communicated which 
the Park Commissioners and make the plans for 
this headquarters building project.  Co-op Power 
was hired to define and eventually to install the 
insulation needs for the building and the adjunct 
Clivis Multrum toilet building. 

 

Solar PV 7.14 kW Green Communities 
installation Number 1 on over west bays of the 
Town Garage (for Parks electrical use costs) 

     The original award to Berkshire PhotoVoltaics 
Services (BPVS), on October 12, 2012, was for 

$29,250, substantially lower than expected.  
Therefore the Town of Rowe requested a change 
order of 25% increase in the contract price which 
was received by Rowe on November 15, 2012, 
and authorized by the Selectmen shortly 
thereafter.  This changed the grant payment for 
installation to $35,100, and increased the rated 
kWh from 5.64 to 7.14.   BPVS completed the 
installation of modules, inverter, and associated 
equipment on January 16, 2013, and arranged for 
net metered interconnection  with National Grid 
which was made on March 20, 2013; the 

SolrenView tracking system also began reporting 
that day.   

Hybrid Air Source Heat Pump Electric Water 
Heater in the Town Hall 

Rowe Town Hall does not have heavy hot water 
use.  There are three full bathrooms and two 

kitchenettes that use hot 
water.  A standard electric 
hot water heater was 
replaced with a heat pump 
technology electric hot 
water heater which GEôs 
studies have shown to save 
on the average  62% of the 

energy used relative to a standard one. Ward 
Plumbing of Charlemont, MA switched out the 
existing electric water heater in the furnace room 
with the heat- pump-operating electric water 
heater in the last week of January, 2013. (Grant 
$1550.) 

 

Window Quilts Installations in the Town Hall, 
Library, Gracy House, and Town Garage office 
area 

     One major point repeated in our Education 
and Outreach workshops program under Green 
Communities, was the great potential of savings, 
at a low cost, of interior treating of existing 
windows. (Every window is a significant break in 
the building envelope and a primary source of 
transfer of cold air and heat loss from a building.) 
After we began installations for this project, users 
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of Rowe building spaces (beginning with Town 
Hall) noticed significant reduction of the 
movement of cold air, and the subsequent 
increased comfort in their work or meeting space. 
Interior window treatments greatly outperform in 
cost/benefit the replacement of windows, which 
can have a 50-90 year payback.  Winserts of the 
type presented our workshop can contribute over 
3R (resistance to heat lost); window quilts do even 
better, rated over 7R.  The Committee worked 
with Bryan Willet, owner of Window Quilt of 
Brattleboro on all of the projects eventually 
installed in the Town Hall ($7,399), Library 
($3,681), Gracy House ($4,317), and the office 
and meeting room of the Town Garage ($728).  
Window Quilt gave Rowe a 40% municipal 
discount on all the quilts installed.  

Municipal Lighting Audit and Upgrade Town-
Wide  (Not a Green Communities funded 
project)  

     The Energy Committee contacted the 
National Grid Small Business Lighting Upgrade 
program from which the Town had benefitted 
twice before in the last 8 years.  The assessors 
from Prism, Inc., the vendor used by National 
Grid to implement the program, examined the 
Highway Department, Parks Buildings, Town 
Garage, Library, and Town Hall and presented 
the Town with separate contracts for each of these 
buildings.  The contracts with Prism were signed 
and paid for by the Town of Rowe.  The new 
lamps and fixtures are projected to save $550 in 
electricity yearly. (Cost to Town of Rowe $741) 
(Balance of $2,920, a utility incentive paid by 
National Grid) 

 

Solar PV 11.66 kW Green Communities 
installation Number 2 on over east bays of the 
Town Garage  

     Combined with project Number 1, the two 
arrays neatly span the entire length of the south-
facing roof of the Rowe Town garage and have a 
combined 18.8 kW rated output.  

 

     Bids for this project were received on January 
17, 2014.  The selection of the winning bid was 
made the following week to Solar Store of 
Greenfield.  The array went into net-metered 
operation and delivery of power to the Grid on 
Saturday, March 15, 2014.  The SolrenView 
tracking system also began reporting that day. 

(Grant $47,100) (To totally expend the $135,725 

grant, $222 was transferred to Rowe for administrative 
support of the Green Communities projects.) 

     Bids for this project were received on January 
17, 2014.  The selection of the winning bid was 
made the following week to Solar Store of 
Greenfield.  The array went into net-metered 
operation and delivery of power to the Grid on 
Saturday, March 15, 2014.  The SolrenView 
tracking system also began reporting that day. 

(Grant $47,100) (To totally expend the $135,725 

grant, $222 was transferred to Rowe for administrative 
support of the Green Communities projects.) 

 

Fire Department/Emergency 
Management/HazMat Control 
 
     During the last report period the Fire 
Department responded to 51 calls: 

 34 Medical Emergencies 

 2 Structure Fire 

 2 Chimney Fire 

 2 Brush Fires 

 4 Mutual Aid Calls  Given 
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 30 Mutual Aid Calls Received 

 3 Fire Detection Alarms 

 1 CO Monitor Alarm 

 1 Smoke Detector Alarm 

 1 Tree on Power Lines 

             2 Motor Vehicle Accidents 

 1 Snowmobile Accident 

 1 Engine 1 to Tri-State Field Day at              
  Greenfield Community College 

 2 Cover Truck 1 ï Readsboro, 1 -            
  Whitingham 

 1 Hazardous Materials Response (False)     Annual Drill at Yankee Atomic Electric 

1 Assist School Construction Calls for 
water ï Plumbing Tests 

 

Apparatus that have responded in and to Rowe: 

 Ambulances: 

 Colrain  32A1 

 Charlemont  7A1 

 Baystate Health 

Apparatus: 

 Rowe Engine 1 

 Rowe Engine 4 

 Rowe Tanker 

 Charlemont Engine 

Also 43+ calls were made in member personally 
owned vehicles. 

Man-Hours for responses alone in 2013 were 
237+ hours. 

     As of 2013 training and work hours were not 
recorded but a number of people have put in 
many, many hours to make our fire department 
functional. This included an increase in training 

levels to be responsive to the needs and wants of 
Rowe residents and our Mutual Aid Partner 
towns in Massachusetts and Vermont. 

     On-Line software was purchased to facilitate 
the record keeping of required information and 
to streamline the processing of MFIR reports to 
the State of Massachusetts. 

     A ñSelf-Retracting Lifelineò was installed in the 
Hose Tower of the fire station.  This was installed 
to eliminate the potential for falling as much as 
27 feet while working on the platform at the top 
of the Hose Tower. 

     In 2013 efforts were made by a group of 
citizens to help improve the Fire Department.  In 
September these individuals met and organized a 
new fire association in order to continue helping 
the department and to serve the community.  
They generously donated a brand new Keurig 
coffee maker and have plans to begin larger 
projects in town. 

     In the event of an emergencyï fire, police, or 
medicalðcall 9-1-1 immediately.  Do not waste 
precious time trying to contact a friend, neighbor, 
or member of the Department directly.  
Enhanced 9-1-1 has been a highly effective and 
beneficial service to the town.  Any call to 9-1-1 
automatically provides the dispatcher with the 
telephone number and the name and address 
listed for that number.  If you have special needs 
or concerns, please contact Paul McLatchy Jr. 
Directly BEFORE an emergency, who will provide 
the necessary information to the Dispatch Center. 

      The 2013/2014 Burning season this year 
included a change in issuing Burn Permits, which 
now must be obtained from Shelburne Dispatch 
or on-line. During the open burning season for 
2013/2014 there were a total of 17 permits 
issued.  Article 310 CMR 7.07 contains the 
Massachusetts regulation defining allowable open 
burning: the disposal of brush, cane, driftwood 
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and forestry debris, excluding grass, hay and 
leaves, during the period from January 15 to (and 
including) May 1 at 4:00 PM,  provided a valid 
permit from the local fire department or fire 
warden has been obtained.  The burning is 
allowed on the land proximate to the place of 
generation, at a location greater than 75 feet from 
any dwelling, between the hours of 10:00 AM to 
4:00 PM, except during periods of adverse 
meteorological conditions.  This regulation does 
not apply to: open burning for the purpose of 
combating or backfiring an existing fire by 
persons affiliated with an official fire fighting 
agency; open burning conducted primarily for 
cooking purposes; open burning related to the 
operation of devices such as blowtorches and 
welding torches, for which no alternative source 
of heat can be used, provided that such devices do 
not cause a condition of air pollution. 

     Christmas Tree Disposal:  Any person may 
burn Christmas Trees during the period from 
December 26 to January 7, provided a permit is 
obtained from the head of the fire department 
where such burning shall take place and further 
provided that such burning is under the 
supervision and control of the fire department. 
527 CMR 10:23:3 

The Fire Department is made up completely 
of volunteers from town.  The effectiveness of this 
organization is determined by the number of 
individuals it can train and maintain in a state of 
readiness, and by the condition of its equipment.  
This year we were fortunate to gain Ian Boyd, 
Lockwood ñBusterò Reed, and Presley Veber as 
active volunteers. We would welcome anyone else 
interested in protecting lives and property from 
the devastating effects of fire and those interested 
in serving their community.  Not all of the 
activities required to prepare for and combat a 
fire involve hands-on firefighting.  There is plenty 
of other work with which we could use help as 
support staff.  Our program of regular bi-monthly 

training/meetings is conducted the first and third 
Tuesday of the month.  These sessions are 
approximately one to two hours in lengthða small 
investment of your time when weighed against the 
benefit that may be derived from your 
membership.  The officers of the Department 
would like to thank all members who participate 
in our activities regularly, and ask other members 
of the town to become involved. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paul McLatchy Jr. 
Fire Chief 
 

 
Library Trustees 
 
 

2013 was a year of change at the library as 
we said goodbye to director Sue Gleason and 
hello to our new director Molly Lane. We also 
saw a change in our delivery; to a statewide 
delivery system that allows patrons to receive 
materials from Central and Western Mas-
sachusetts more efficiently.  

Jodi Brown and Carrie Silva, with the 
help of some town children, decorated the library 
for the holidays. In October Baystate Franklin 
Medical Center, with the help of GCC nursing 
students, held a program at the library called 
ñBlood and Gutsò. The program offered children 
and their families an up close look at different 
aspects of health care. 19 adults and 23 children 
attended this program. Mary Boehmer and Bambi 
Miller presented a ñRemembrance of Our Pastò 
where two cousins reminisced about their family's 
Abolitionist activities in Charlemont during the 
1800's. 7 adults and 3 children attended the 
event. In the winter months Karen Soviecke 
displayed many of her óTouch Drawingsô around 
the library.  
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We continue to discard worn and 
outdated items to make way for many new 
materials on our limited shelf space. We own 
12,814 items for loan, including books, 
magazines, DVDs, VHS, audio and music CDs.  
Patrons also have access to borrow books and 
audios online to read or listen to on MP3 players, 
Kindles, Nooks and other eReaders.   

With many changes this past summer, the 
summer reading program was a little quieter than 
in previous years. We did have 23 registered 
readers and prizes of wax-dipped hands from 
Yankee Candle and a grand prize of two Big E 
tickets were awarded.  

The trustees meet monthly at the library, 
and citizens are always welcome to attend.  
Meetings are posted at the Town Hall and at the 
Library.  Library hours are: 

 Tuesday 10 am to 5 pm 
 Wednesday 10 am to 8 pm 
 Saturday 10 am to 5 pm  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Library Trustees:                                                     
Evelyn L. Dandeneau, Chair                                                                                                           
Claudine Poplawski                                               
Catherine Snyder                                         
Library Director:                                                           
Molly Lane 

 
Old Home Day Committee 

Old Home Day July 13, 2013  
     

     The four mile run and fishing derby began 
early.  In the menôs race, Alex Rice came in first.  
In the womenôs race, Karissa Hookstadt won first 
prize. 

     Youngest fisherman (age 3) in the fishing 
derby went to Matt Salgado. First fish caught prize 

went to Charles Miles. Biggest fish (8ò) prize went 
to Matt Miles and the most fish (15) prize was 
awarded to Lillie Salgado. 

Our parade theme for 2013 was ñSCHOOL 
DAYSò. 

     This year, under the direction of Curt Neill, 
three members of the Shelburne Falls VFW 
Honor Guard started the parade off, followed by 
six members of the Civil Air Patrol, USAF, under 
the direction of Julie Pratt.  Our Grand 
Marshalls, Jack and Nan Williams, were 
chauffeured by Henry Phillips of Greenfield in his 
1962 white Corvair convertible. Flag holders Paul 
McLatchy III and Becky Richardson carried the 
Town of Rowe flag.  David Rennie, of Stamford, 
Vermont played bagpipe followed by Selectboard 
members Noel Abbott, Sue Gleason, and Marilyn 
Wilson. Dr. Richard Warner rode his big wheel 
bicycle followed by the Franklin County Sheriffôs 
Chevy SUV. Classic cars and tractors followed.  
Fire trucks and forty-three fire fighters from 
twelve other towns closed out our parade. 
Readsboro won first prize trophy for their fire 
truck entry.  The classic car award went to Mr. 
DenOuden, of Heath, for his 1926 Ford Model T 
half ton truck. 

     There was also a new event added thanks to 
Bob Dykeman and the Charlemont Lions Club: 
The Dunking Booth!  Jodi recruited the brave 
volunteers, including Bill Knittle, Bob Clancy, 
Ray Wilson, Paul McLatchy III, et al.  All were 
good sports, for this OHD was a cold, rainy, and 
windy one.  Nancy Tower Hickox stole the show 
in her wild gypsy attire.   

      The first Firemenôs Association pancake 
breakfast was also held with great success- over 75 
people attended! 

      As usual, Old Home Day also included the 
Shelburne Falls Military Band Concert, Lions 
Club Eye Mobile, Rowe Church auction and food 
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stand, fresh strawberry short cake, a bouncy room 
for the kids, a dunking booth, cliff hangers 
climbing wall, the pie eating contest, face 
painting, a garden tour by Nancy Williams, 
church raffles, and Lions Club drawings.  

      Evening activities concluded at the 
park/beach with a chicken barbeque prepared by 
the Readsboro Lions Club.  Music during the 
BBQ was provided by ñThe Bum Steersò, ñThe 
Grey Whisker Pickersò, and ñSmall Changeò.  A 
special thanks to Jim William for setting up and 
removing his ñFlatbed Stageò for the concerts. It 
appears and disappears and is a job he has done 
for decades. 

     There was a great turn out, as usual, for the 
BBQ and the fireworks display.  Despite some 
rain during the day, Old Home Day 2013 was 
without a doubt, another fun day for everyone.   

      In the fall, the Old Home Day Committee 
began meeting to discuss ways to improve and 
ñshake things upò for Old Home Day 2014.  
Discussions were held at great length about 
holding a two-day event.  A unanimous vote was 
taken in early 2014 to hold a two-day event. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 Joann Brown                                                            
 John Magnago                                                                     
 Paul McLatchy III                                               
 Cristine Tower 

Old Home Day Committee: 

 John Magnago, Chair                                                            
 Joann (Jodi) Brown                                             
 Robert Dykeman                                                   
 Sean Loomis                                                       
 Paul McLatchy III                                                 
 Ellen Miller                                                      
 Christine Tower 

Park Commission 
 
     This past year the Park Commissionôs 
planning and focus provided the following: 

-  Long term solution to the water crossing on 
PotterBrook/Tuttle Brook confluence. 

-  Delivery of the arched bridge and installation 
was accomplished in time for the Summer hiking 
season. 

-  Further study of the beach area provided a 
decision to include the beach on the town C.I.P.  
The expansion or reduction of beach area, 
activities utilizing the beach, and maintenance 
were scrutinized with due consideration to overall 
cost.  The park commission is moving forward 
with a comprehensive plan for the coming year. 

-  Reorganization of the Commission is as follows:  
Mary Jo Fuller, Chair; Bruce Cowie and Mike 
Laffond Co-Secretary. 

-  Worked with the Board of Health on 
implementation of Christianôs Law; this resulted 
in the purchase of additional personal floatation 
devices (lifejackets) and the utilization during 
swim lessons for participants. 

-  Park continues to host many group events i.e: 
graduation parties, field day for the elementary 
schools and a geo cache hunt. 

-  Park Commission was the recipient of a benefit 
tee shirt sale held on Old Home Day.  Park 
Commissioner Bruce Cowie designed the 
graphics and Percy Brown descendent Jocelyn 
Brown Hall was instrumental in seeing the project 
through. 

-  We also touched base on insect threats to our 
park. 

As always the Park Commission is indebted to 
Park Ranger Sean Loomis and our Summer 
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Youth Employment Staff.  They are the backbone 
and strength of our harmonious workings at 
Pelham Lake Park. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Jo Williams, Chair                                               
Bruce Cowie                                                       
Michael Laffond 

 
Planning Board 
 
Planning Board members and officers 

     In the annual town election in May 2013, Bob 
Dykeman was reelected to a five-year term. 

     Following the election, the Planning Board 
elected David Roberson to serve as chairman and 
Doug Wilson as scribe.  David Roberson was also 
elected as representative to the Franklin Regional 
Planning Board, which is sponsored by the 
Franklin Regional Council of Governments 
(FRCOG). 

Planning and Zoning 

      The board continued its comprehensive 
review of Roweôs zoning bylaws, working 
systematically to identify areas where the board 
feels they are deficient or should be updated, and 
proposing revisions.  Zoning bylaws can only be 
changed by two-thirds majority vote of Town 
Meeting, following a public hearing where the 
pros and cons can be discussed in depth.  
Residents will be given ample opportunity to 
examine any proposed changes and comment on 
them before they are formally adopted by voters at 
Town Meeting.   

     At the request of the Board of Selectmen, the 
board took up the question of whether Rowe 
should join the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP).  The Planning Board met with 
FRCOG planner Patricia Smith to go over the 

townôs existing zoning bylaws, review official flood 
maps which are prepared and adopted by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), 
and discuss the ramifications if the town were to 
participate in the program.  The townôs 
participation would potentially enable property 
owners to access government-subsidized flood 
insurance policies, which could lower the cost for 
such insurance.  However, this could also result in 
a new requirement that mortgage-holders must 
buy flood insurance, potentially mandating 
significant new costs for affected property owners 
and/or lessees.  It was acknowledged that the 
FEMA maps for Rowe are out of date and that no 
timeline for more accurate maps to be produced 
could be estimated.  Controversy over the NFIP 
has been widely reported by news outlets in the 
last year and is currently the subject of legislative 
debate and activity on both the state and national 
levels.  In light of this ongoing debate and shifting 
regulatory environment, the board decided to 
defer further consideration of the issue until we 
could devote sufficient time to examine its 
intricacies.  The topic remains on the boardôs 
agenda and will be considered in the coming year. 

     At Annual Town Meeting a citizensô petition 
article for a temporary moratorium on large-scale 
wind energy systems was approved by Town 
Meeting voters.  Because enactment of such a 
moratorium would not take the force of law in 
the absence of a required public hearing prior to 
the vote being taken, the vote was taken by the 
moderator as a ñsense of the meetingò and was 
broadly supported.  This initiative was not 
discussed by the Planning Board prior to its 
introduction at Town Meeting, but at the request 
of member Doug Wilson the topic has been 
added to the boardôs agenda for future discussion. 

Permitting 

     There were no requests for subdivisions or 
ñApproval Not Requiredò (ANR) lot divisions. 
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There were no tree hearings, however the 
Planning Board met with Highway 
Superintendent Jim Taylor and Lance Wade, who 
was working for utility company National Grid, 
regarding trimming of trees for utility rights-of-
way along town roads.  Mr. Wade was advised 
that all roadways in Rowe are considered scenic 
roads and that if any trees were slated to be cut 
down a public hearing would have to be held and 
permission obtained from the Planning Board 
prior to such work being done. 

Special Permit application for solar photovoltaic 
facility 

     In May, the Planning Board held preliminary 
discussions with representatives of Seaboard 
Solar, a company proposing to construct a large 
solar photovoltaic installation on land belonging 
to Bob and Mary Ann Dykeman on Tunnel 
Road.  The company subsequently filed for 
Special Permit approval for a 6 megawatt solar 
installation, an earth removal permit, and a Site 
Plan Review application. This proposal was the 
first major special permit application and the 
largest development proposed for Rowe in over 
four decades and quickly became the 
predominant issue facing the board in 2013, 
eclipsing most other business. 

      As Bob Dykeman is a member of the Planning 
Board and has a material interest in the proposal, 
he recused himself from all deliberations 
concerning the proposal. 

     An escrow account was established with funds 
provided by the applicant to pay for the Planning 
Boardôs consulting and other expenses related to 
the application.   

     While the applicants originally asked for and 
were granted expedited processing of their 
application (in order to secure advantageous 
financing in the face of changing regulations), 
they later requested two continuations of the 

public hearing.  The hearing officially opened on 
June 26 2013 but was continued at the applicantôs 
request first to August 6th and then to October 
15th, 2013 at which point testimony was 
submitted by the applicant, abutters and other 
town residents and experts hired by the Planning 
Board.  The public hearing was then continued to 
November 5, 2013, when more testimony was 
heard, then continued to November 19, 2013 for 
more testimony, at the end of which meeting the 
public hearing was closed and no further 
testimony was accepted.  On December 3, 2013 
the Planning Board began deliberation, and it 
became apparent that the board was split on 
whether to approve the special permits and the 
site plan review.  Because the upcoming holiday 
season would impact the timely filing of all 
required documents, the Planning Board held off 
on voting until shortly after the turn of the year.  
On January 8, 2014, the Planning Board rendered 
its decision.  Doug Wilson and Jodi Brown voted 
to approve the special permit and earth removal 
permit and to accept the site plan review; David 
Roberson and Robin Reed voted against approval 
of the permits and of the site plan review.  
Because both permits required a supermajority 
vote of the board (four affirmative votes), the 
permits were denied.  Site plan review approval 
requires a simple majority vote of the board (three 
affirmative votes), but failing to obtain this the 
approval was similarly denied. 

     The applicant has filed an appeal of the 
Planning Boardôs decision in Franklin Superior 
Court; the case is expected to go to trial later in 
2014. 

      The Planning Board thanks the Rowe Camp 
and Conference Center for their generosity in 
making their facilities available to host the public 
hearing on several occasions. 

Independent Counsel 
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     Town Meeting voters approved an article 
amending the Townôs by-laws, affirming the 
authority of the Planning Board to hire such legal 
counsel as it deems necessary and appropriate, 
subject to a prior appropriation of Town Meeting 
specifically for such purpose.  Voters subsequently 
approved a budget for the Planning Board 
containing a line item for consulting expenses 
and independent counsel.   

Goal Post 

      The Rowe Goal Post has been published by 
the Planning Board for nearly 40 years, with the 
goal of informing Rowe residents about the 
meetings and affairs of town boards, committees 
and departments.  The newsletter also includes 
items of general interest to residents.  
Submissions are welcome. 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Roberson, Chairman                                   
Jo-ann M. Brown                                           
Robert Dykeman                                            
Robin Reed                                                 
Douglas Wilson 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
 

     The Zoning Board of Appeals considered two 
applications for variances in 2013.     Both 
situations involved pre-existing structures. 
 
     Public Hearings were held on both 
applications and no objections were submitted by 
abutters, nor, in fact, by any persons. 
 
      In the case of 65 Dell Road, Rowe, the owners 
applied for permission to renovate the existing 
house;  and in the case of 19 Stone Road, Rowe,  
the owners  sought permission to  add on to the 
existing house.   
 
     The Board decided in favor of the both 
applicants, using as reference Massachusetts 

General Law Chap 40A § 6 which states that a 
variance may be issued if there will be no 
substantial detriment to the public good and if 
the intent of the bylaw will not be nullified or 
substantially derogated. 
 
      In addition, the Board referenced Gale, et al. 
v Zoning Board of Appeals of Gloucester, et al. 
(2011)  which states that Chap 40A § 6 is now 
sufficient, by itself, to allow the expansion of a 
single-or two-family dwelling which introduces 
new violations of local dimensional requirements. 
 
      Russell Jolly created a document which clearly 
outlines the steps which must be taken by an 
applicant when a Zoning Variance is sought and 
this is available either from the Town Clerk or the 
Board of Selectmenôs Administrative Clerk. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Marilyn Wilson, Chair 
Russell Jolly 
Bob Dykeman 
Gail May 
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Part II  

 
Education 
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Congratulations to our 2013 Graduates 
 

 
 
 
 

    
Dean Coulombe 
                             Sophie Taylor 

 
     Ashton Morse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Will Booth 

Dustin Brown 

Eric Paige  

Alex Rice  
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Rowe Elementary School ï 6th Grade Class 
 

 
 
Top to Bottom:  Zakary Miller, Ryan Shattuck, Erin Laffond, Jordan Rice, Grace Gokey, Hailey Larned,  
                    Gwyneth Clark, Morgan Roccio. 

 

 
































































































































































